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PRICING INFORMATION

NICHE

	 • $2,000 one-time fee
	 • A three-year payment plan is available.
	 • A niche may contain one or two urns.
	 • The engraving cost is included.

MEMORIAL PLAQUE

	 • $300 one-time fee for each name
	 • The engraving cost is included.

CONTACT INFORMATION

For information about acquiring a niche or 
memorial plaque, please contact the church office 
at 467-9394. The name of the Memorial Garden 
Committee chairperson can also be found at 
“Ministry Contact” on the WPUMC.com website.

Copies of the Policies and Procedures document 
as well as the contracts for a niche or memorial 
plaque entry can be found in the lobbies of the 
sanctuary and the Christian Life Center.

“The Lord is my Shepherd…and I shall 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

— Psalm 23
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PLANNING and DESIGN

A Memorial Garden Committee was established 
by the trustees in 2006. The committee visited 
several churches in the Cary and Raleigh area 
that have memorial gardens. After discussions 
with several other companies and members 
of other churches, Columbarium Planners, 
Inc. (CPI) of Pinehurst, NC, was contracted 
to design a memorial garden containing a 
columbarium, memorial plaques, memorial 
benches and a fountain. 

The design is based on three phases that will 
fit into the overall long-range plan at White 
Plains. Each phase will be outside one of the 
three sets of stained glass windows. The total 
design includes 292 niches to be constructed on 
the east side of the sanctuary. The first phase  
is now complete and includes 124 columbarium 
niches, 76 memorial plaques, five memorial 
benches, a fountain and beautiful landscaping. 
The photos were taken in August 2009. 
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A MEMORIAL GARDEN for WHITE PLAINS UMC

Today, many people are searching for an alternative to ground burial that offers beauty and simplicity. 
Cremation with memorialization is one alternative. We believe that inurnment on church grounds is a 
statement of our faith in the resurrection, the life everlasting, and the church triumphant. 

It was decided in 2006 that a memorial garden would be designed as a sacred addition to our church 
campus and that it would include a columbarium. A columbarium is a structure that is lined with small 
vaults, called niches, in which urns containing cremation remains are stored. The reservation of niches, like 
the reservation of cemetery plots, makes them self-perpetuating and permanently maintained.

FINANCING

The Memorial Garden is self-sustaining, 
financed by a Memorial Garden Fund that is 
separate from our church’s other finances. The 
funds have come from those who contracted 
for a niche, a memorial plaque, a memorial 
bench, or a fountain, as well as contributions 
to the Endowment Fund. The total funding 
will provide for perpetual maintenance, which 
will remain the responsibility of the Memorial 
Garden Committee of White Plains United 
Methodist Church.

Construction and financing for phase I was  
approved by a Church Conference in  
June 2008. The total cost of the Memorial 
Garden was $201,700, including design, a 
survey, memorial benches, the fountain and 
landscaping. At the time of dedication, over 
$112,000 had been raised. The church has 
approved loaning the balance to the Memorial 
Garden Committee. It is expected that the 
loan will be repaid, with interest, over the 
next eight to ten years from future niche and 
plaque contracts. 

As of June 30, 2009, there are 96 niches 
and 49 memorial plaques available. Future 
reservations will provide $206,700 of revenue 
over the next 15 to 20 years for repaying the 
church loan, providing on-going maintenance, 
landscaping and engraving, and providing over 
$90,000 in the Endowment Fund as the basis 
for ensuring perpetual support.

Dedication of the first phase of the Memorial Garden was celebrated on January 18, 2009, as a sacred 
place on the church campus. As shown above, it is a beautiful addition located outside the stained glass 
window of the narthex. The garden contains 124 niches and plaques for 76 memorial names.


