
Guidelines for Evening Social Hosts 

Before You Arrive

The center room downstairs is marked as the Family Room for the guests. During 
orientation to the church all adults and children were given copies of the Rules for the 
Play Room/ Family Room use. These rules cover expected behavior of all who use this 
room, how discipline will be handled and when the privilege to use this room will be 
withdrawn. Please read these rules and be sure all children including host children 
follow the rules while at White Plains. A copy of these rules is located in the logbook in 
the Female Host Room. It is also posted in the Play/Family Room and each Guest Room.


When You Arrive

1. Please arrive by 7:00pm. Please feel free to join the guests for dinner if you can. 

Dinner is served around 6:00PM.

2. Put on a name tag in the kitchen area. Inform the meal hosts you are there and find 

out about any guests who may be arriving late, location of leftovers, special needs, 
etc.


After Dinner 

1. Engageinterestedguestsinsocialactivities.Toys,games,coloringsupplies,etc. are in the 

Living Room area with more in Female Host Room. Activities may include assisting 
children with homework, crafts, board games, puzzles, indoor games, etc. 
 
You MUST get permission from the parents of the children before giving ANYTHING 
or inviting the children to the Play Room/Family Room area. The guest parent 
ALWAYS has the right to say no and it MUST be respected. Please try to get a 
parent’s okay without the child present.  
 
The Network and White Plains Guidelines require that a guest parent be present to 
supervise their children. DO NOT LEAVE YOUR CHILDREN and/or THE GUEST’S 
CHILDREN IN ANY AREA BY THEMSELVES without a parent present!! We as hosts 
MUST abide by the same rules as the guests when it comes to supervising our 
children’s activities. 

2. Guests may use the gym or the playground areas as long as it is not in use by another 
group and a parent is present. It is required for at least one host to be present. (This 
must be an adult.) Any locked or occupied room /cabinet is off limits and should 
remain undisturbed.


3. If a group, such as boy scouts or ham radio club, comes into a marked guest area, tell 
the leader that these rooms are reserved for Interfaith this week and that they 
should find another meeting space. They should be reminded that the church office 
had these dates and rooms reserved in advance and they are responsible to contact 



the office about room use in advance. If they refuse to leave, please report this 
problem to the Primary Coordinator or church staff member immediately.


4. Guests are allowed to use the TV and DVD players in their rooms. The Guests 
Guidelines state that any programming to be viewed in public areas should be child 
friendly (Rated G or PG only) and approval should be requested of the hosts before 
viewing.


5. Emergency numbers, emergency procedures, van keys, room keys and other 
guidelines are in the logbook in the Female Host Room. DO NOT show this book to 
the guests or give them the keys in this book for ANY REASON. Notify the Primary 
Coordinators of any emergencies or serious problems immediately. DO NOT give out 
any phone numbers of Day Center Staff or White Plains Members for ANY REASON. 
Contact a Primary Coordinator about the situation, immediately.


6. Please stay until the overnight hosts arrive. This is usually about 8:30-9:00 PM. We 
need to have at least two hosts present at all times.


Before You Leave 

Let overnight hosts know about anything they may need to be aware of, such as guests 
who will be arriving late, etc.


Primary Coordinators ________________________ Phone# __________________

  




I’m Here so... What do I do?

In the Play Room, there are a number of activities to engage the children:


Role Play Neighborhood

One area of the room has groceries, bags, cash register, signs, scanner sheet for setting 
up a store. One area has pastries, drinks, made up cash register for a coffee shop. There is 
a hanging bank for money play. There is one area for Doc McStuffins mobile clinic for 
medical play. There is a hardware shop with tools to sell. There is one area for home 
kitchen with dishes, oven, sink, microwave, and refrigerator.


Cars and Trains

One area covered with soft mat on floor with a car race track set (It is supposed to be a 
baby toy but it popular for all ages- even teens?!!)


Gray container has pieces for a build it yourself train layout made of large plastic pieces 
that lock together and one train that moves when turned on.


Doll House

One area has a three floor doll house with some furniture and plastic Minnie Mouse and 
Daisy Duck figures. Plastic clothes snap on the figures.


Paper and Crafts

One white set of plastic drawers contains coloring and painting books, construction 
paper, stickers, play dough and markers/crayons for craft projects. It also has plain and 
lined paper, index cards, pens, pencils, and calculator for homework.


Books and Homework

There are books for young kids available on shelves and a limited number of elementary 
age books. There are overlarge bean bags for sitting and reading. Offer homework help if 
you can.


Building blocks

There is a large bin of Jenga blocks for building play.


Batteries, battery tester and little screwdrivers

These are in a clear plastic box in the Female Host Room.


Games

There are two bins of games for various ages. Card games are in the bins and are mostly 
appropriate for grade school and older kids. Board games are generally left out on the 
tables in boxes. These games are either games you know or have only one sheet of 
directions to follow. Sometimes the kids will have played the game with someone else 
and will help you with it.




Foosball

Please be aware of little kids around these tables! This is one of the areas kids get hurt 
because the fast moving poles can hit toddlers in the face, head or eyes. Please ask the 
older kids to watch out for the younger ones and try to keep the young ones distracted 
or away from the tables while others are playing. DO NOT allow the kids to “bounce” the 
foosballs. They don’t really bounce and damage the floor or people when they hit.


Sports Games

There are some sports games like football targets, floor soccer, and giant size board game 
(you are the mover) available to play in the couch section of the family room.


Toddlers

There are special toys and games for younger kids in each area.


What else can we do?


Guests can be escorted to the playground to the side of the church or into the gym if it is 
not in use at that time. Once there, you can play team games, hide and seek, basketball, 
jump rope, hop scotch or a made up game. There is sidewalk chalk, jump ropes, and sand 
play equipment in the female host room. There are basketballs and other equipment in a 
closet in the gym.


It is best to contact one of the coordinators in advance if you wish to use these areas in 
order to get the closets unlocked for you and/or to see if the room will be available for 
you to use. You should also make sure that you have more than one adult with you. You 
will need one adult to stay in the play room while the other adult is with the group at 
another location as not all of the children will want to leave the play room or stay with 
the other activity the entire time it is planned.

DON’T forget to have the children clean up before starting something new! It is in the 
rules- so you CAN AND SHOULD insist that they do!



